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Valerie Kapos is Head of the Nature-based Solutions impact area at the UN Environment Programme 
World Conservation Monitoring Centre. She leads the Centre’s work on the role of ecosystems in climate 
change adaptation and mitigation and in supporting health and well-being.  
 
She has worked extensively on incorporating ecosystem services and their importance for mitigation 
and adaptation into conservation planning and implementation, and on ways of ensuring that mitigation 
and adaptation efforts yield benefits for biodiversity in the context of global change.  
 
Valerie holds a PhD in tropical forest ecology and has nearly two decades of field research and other 
experience in Latin America and the Caribbean. She has published over 70 peer reviewed journal articles, 
and numerous (over 100) articles, technical reports, book chapters. 
 


