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Summary
The peri-urban fringes of large cities provide an environment where residents can interact more
directly with the natural and semi-natural environment than most urban dwellers. This interaction
can be a major attraction to people seeking to escape from perceived dis-benefits of inner city life,
but it can also present risks through greater exposure to damaging events, such as floods and
wildfires. In the context of exploring certain aspects of Ulrich Beck’s ‘risk society’, this presentation
will draw on several recent strands of research in Australia and the UK to consider decision making
by peri-urban fringe residents. The main focus will be on how the residents rationalise living in
locales threatened by high risk of bushfires, drawing on a detailed survey of over 3,000 households
in Adelaide, capital of South Australia. The complex interaction between maintaining biodiversity
on the one hand and protecting residents from damaging fires on the other presents a major
challenge to planners. The response to that challenge will also be examined, in terms of the drivers
of new development at the city’s edge. Analysis of these drivers will be presented based on spatial
patterns of residential development in Adelaide during four consecutive periods (ten-year intervals
between 1971 and 2010). Some comparisons with changing patterns of land use in south-west
London will be made.
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